
   
 

 
 

 

 

  

  
 

 
“Jesus shatters our understanding of what life and the kingdom— and who 
owns it—  is about. The kingdom is taken away from those who do not bear 

fruit. They are crushed by the corner stone.”   

Pastor Andrew Prior 
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WELCOME TO THE PREAKNESS REFORMED CHURCH 
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Worship in Berdan Hall on March 17, 2024 at 10:00 AM 
 

 Congregation standing, as able 
 

SEEKING GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

      GATHERING SONG     "The King of Love My Shepherd Is"  
Adam Daniel Westlake, Dinah Kathryn Wright,  

Henry Williams Baker, John Bacchus Dykes, & Nathan Fox 
  

      CENTERING PSALM                                                selected verses of Psalm 118 

 

      WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 OPENING SONG OF PRAISE 859             “Be Thou My Vision”                 SLANE 
 

 SALUTATION  
      
      BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN (The children are invited to Sunday school.) 
 

      CALL TO CONFESSION Singing verse 4 of 142 “We Are People on a Journey” 
Deeper Journey 

 We are people on a journey, rising up in life reborn. 
 We are people on a journey, speaking peace, accepting scorn. 

We are walking toward a homeland, to a mystery yet unknown; 
To a kingdom coming quickly, to the light of God’s own throne. 

 

      PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Compassionate Lord, forgive us when we stumble on this Lenten 
journey.  We admit that following Jesus is not an easy task. Jesus 
requires us to be willing to make the ultimate commitment of our whole 
lives and we hesitate and hold back. Draw us back to you, Lord. Give us 
confidence and courage to face the future with hope. Let us place our 
trust in you…                             (silent prayers of confession) 
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     WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND FORGIVENESS  
 

EXPERIENCING GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

     PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                       
 

Dear Lord, as we read this passage of scripture, show us your truth and 
what you want us to learn.  Pinpoint things in our life that are not right 
and make it right. 

Help us to remember that your word brings meaning whereas some of 
our own ideas are fleeting.  Use the power of your Word to transform 
each one of us. Let your Word inform our faith and let our faith guide 
our actions. Amen. 

 

     GOSPEL READING                                                          Mark 12:1-12 (page 48) 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

      MESSAGE                 “Journey of Stones:  The Rejected Stone”                 
                                 

SHARING GOD’S PRESENCE 
         
      PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE…concluding with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
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 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                              Hebrews 12:1-3 

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
 

Let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,  
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,   
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat  
at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

Consider Christ who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, 
so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 
 

 CLOSING SONG 138         “Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land”             WEARY LAND 

 

 BLESSING  
 

 SENDING SONG               "May the Road Rise to Meet You"                    Lori True 

Traditional Irish Blessing             
     

Assisting God’s people in worship are Pastor Eric Nichols, worship leader;  
Amanda Declet, liturgist; Nancy Sindt, worship host; Tech Team;  

Dan King, Director of Music Ministries. 
 

Jessica Amato, vocals; Dan King, guitar/vocals; Michael O'Reilly, piano/vocals 
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JOURNEY OF STONES 
 

Pastor Kim and Pastor Eric will be leading the congregation with a Lenten 
Sermon Series based on the book "Journey of Stones" by Steven Molin.  Each 
week we will encounter a Scripture passage and message centered around the 
stones that appear in the Bible either physically or metaphorically.   
 

        Mar 24 Crying Stones 
      

Mar 31 The Last Stone! 
 
 
 
 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 
Sun, Mar 24 – 10:00 AM Palm Sunday  

                            (meet in Berdan and proceed to Sanctuary) 
 

Thu, Mar 28 - 7:30 PM Maundy Thursday  
                               (Berdan Hall) 

 
Fri, Mar 29 - 7:00 PM Good Friday  

                             Pompton Reformed Church 
                                        59 Hamburg Turnpike, Pompton Lakes 
 

Sun, Mar 31 – 9:30 AM Worship Service  
  (Columbarium) 

 
                                  10:00 AM Easter Breakfast  

            (Berdan Hall) 
 
                                  11:00 AM Worship Service  
                                                    (Sanctuary)   
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 Calendar and Notices  
 

Sun, Mar 17     9:15 am Sunday Scripture (Nan’s Room) 

                                  10:00 am Worship Service (Berdan Hall) 

       10:10 am Sunday School               
                             11:15 am New Member Information Meeting (Nan’s Room) 
 

          Mon, Mar 18   7:30 pm Consistory Meeting (Parlor)          

  
Tue, Mar 19     9:00 am Helping Hands                             
                           7:00 PRC Book Group (Nan’s Room)            
 

Wed, Mar 20   7:00 Chancel Choir rehearsal               
 

Thu, Mar 21   12:00 pm Brown Bags & Bibles 
 

Sun, Mar 24      9:15 am Sunday Scripture (Nan’s Room) 
                 10:00 am Palm Sunday Worship Service  
                 (meet in Berdan and process to Sanctuary) 
        10:10 am Sunday School                  
                                                       

Today’s flowers are given in honor of and to the glory of God. 
                                                             
Please include in your prayers of intercession:  Frank Minutolo, Kevin Flood 
(friend of Lois Bender), Melissa (friend of Marianne Aunicky), Geri Lyon, Tom 
Crossman (Joan Vanderbush’s brother), Christa DeRissio, Al Scherle (friend of Bill 
and Marty Mariniello), Jon Pont (Skip Dahl’s son-in-law), Jerry Declet, Sr., 
Deborah Pruette (Priscilla Durkin's sister), June Jesch, Erika VanBrookhoven, and 
Lois Bender, and those awaiting diagnosis or undergoing treatments. 
 

Congratulations to Paul and Roberta Rezzonico on the arrival of their fourth 
grandchild.  Their son, Michael, and daughter-in-law, Gabrielle, welcomed Noah 

Michael into the world on March 12  
 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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This year's Easter offering will support the mission of JJ TenClay, our RCA 
Ministries Coordinator for Refugees.  JJ TenClay, who spoke at PRC last Sunday, 
provides hands on, boots on the ground support to missionaries working with 
refugees in the Middle East and parts of Africa, and provides opportunities to 
support families displaced by war and other unfortunate circumstances.  
 

The PRC Book Club is excited to announce our next book club Mar 19 at 7 pm in 
Nan’s Room, to discuss The Ninth Hour by Valerie Van Kooten.  Journey within 
the lives of eight people who are barely mentioned in the Gospels but will all be 
changed by an incredible man from Galilee named Yeshua.  As he follows his 
path to the Cross, the world is about to change forever. Journey with these 
ordinary people of the Bible as they come face to face with the ninth hour.  
  

The Easter Flower envelopes are out!  If you would like to make a contribution 
in honor or memory of someone special, please fill out an envelope and place it 
in the offering plate or the basket on the office door no later than Mon, Mar 25.  
Suggested donation is $30.  Thank you so much for making our sanctuary 
beautiful as we celebrate the joy of Easter! 
 

PRC is celebrating National Women’s Month on Tuesday, March 26 at 5:30!  
Please join us for an evening of apps, drinks, and fellowship at French Oak Bar & 
Grill, 20 Elm Street, Oakland.  RSVP to Carol Huff at (973) 390-9882 so that 
tables can be reserved.  Spread the word and bring a friend – all are welcome! 
 

Applications for the 2024 PRC Memorial Scholarship Awards are now available 
on the PRC website, paper copies in the church office, or from Joan Vanderbush 
at djvander90@gmail.com.  Applicants may attend or plan to attend a two-year 
vocational college, a four-year academic college, a graduate school, or be 
enrolled in courses which help the individual progress toward his or her 
educational goals. The firm deadline this year is: Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 12, 
2024.  Any questions, please call or text Joan at 201 245-9844.  Please be 
certain to complete the 2024 application as it has changed from previous years.  
Also, please adhere to all directions and timeline.  Parents, if your children do 
not receive emails from PRC, please pass along this information.  
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  Assisting in Worship  

  
            Mar 17      Mar 24 
  Flowers   Ken De Berry   Holly Ryan   
  Counter   Ken De Berry   Ken De Berry  
  Ushers   Lydia Powers   Dan O’Connell  
        Dave Parish   Glenn O’Connell  
 
 

 

 
 
Please note:  If you need to exit the sanctuary during our worship services 
for any reason, you may exit thru the front of the sanctuary (the door 
beneath the banner), preferably during a transition time in worship (e.g. 
the beginning of a song, passing the peace, etc.). 

 

 

 
         Preakness Reformed Church 
       131 Church Lane, Wayne, NJ 07470 

        973.694.5481 
         CCLI#11100448 
        www.preaknessreformed.org  

http://www.preaknessreformed.org/
http://www.preaknessreformed.org/


Words: Irish hymn, 8th c.; tr. Mary E. Byrne (1880-19331); vers. Eleanor H. Hull (1860-1935), P.D.
Music (SLANE 10.10.10.10): Irish melody; arr. Jack Schrader (b. 1942) © 1989 Hope Publishing Company
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142 We Are People on a Journey

Words and Music (DEEPER JOURNEY 8.7.8.7 D): Gregg DeMey © 2008, 2010 Re:Create Music, admin. Faith 
Alive Christian Resources



T R A N S F I G U R AT I O N  A N D  L E N T E N  J O U R N E Y

  

	

"

����

� � � �

© ©
We
how
to

Who
re

you
a

pro

© ©

ÐÐÐ © © © ©
lin

wash
mys

tects?
quish

dis
tery

Our
all
ci

yet

faith
ac

ples’
un

ful

©© ©©

© © © © © ©©

A2

Ð ¨
claim.
feet;

known;

guide:

©P ��©© © © ©©

ÐÐP ©©

D A

-
-

-

-
- -

-
-

-

	

"

����

� � � �

© ©
We
we
to

he
re
re
a

who

©©

©©

© Ð ©©© ©©©
ceive
mem
king

treads
the
ber

dom

the
suf
on

com

road
fering

the
ing

of

��ÐÐ

© © © © © © © ©©

E A

© Ð
Sav
last

quick

ser
ior,

night
ly,

vice,

��ÐÐ

© © © © © © ©

E

-
- -

-

-

-

-

-

-

	

"

����

� � � �

©©© ©©©
he
gifts
to

Christ
our
of
the

the

© ©

ÐÐÐ ©©© ©©© ©©© ©©©
glo

wine
light

Lord,
ry,

and
of

the
wealth,
bread
God’s

cru
and
to

own

ci

© © © © © © © ©©

C�m7 A

Ð ¨
fame.
eat.

throne.

fied.

©© ©© ©

©© ©© ©©

E

-
- -

	

"

����

� ���

��

��

© ©© ©

¨

© © © © © © ©© ©©PÐ ©P
ÐÐ ÐÐ

C�m7 Bm7

© ©P © © ¨
Ð ©©©
ÐÐ

©©©

E A2 To stanzas

���ÐÐÐ
��ÐÐ

E Final ending



Words: African American spiritual
Music (WEARY LAND irregular): African American spiritual; sts. arr. Wyatt Tee Walker © 2000 Wyatt Tee 

Walker © admin. GIA Publications, Inc.; ref. Glen E. Burleigh © 1993 admin. GIA Publications, Inc.
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138 Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land
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 Looking to Jesus  139
 HEBREWS 12:1-3

Since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus 
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, 
and has taken his seat 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Consider him who endured such hostility 
against himself from sinners, 
so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 

Text: Hebrews 12:1-3, NRSV


